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I n t r o d u c t i o n  
Home Economics is just now beginning to 
receive its rightful place in the modern school cur­
ricula. Its success in any school rests to a great 
extent upon the contributions to the community in 
which the school is located. 
Home Economj cs is a practice of training 
girls for homemaking; therefore, its courses should 
be kept as concrete as possible, as closely connected 
with real life as homemaking itself. But in most 
schools of today, it is inclined to be rather 
superficial in its solution of home problems, and the 
pupils have lost a great deal of interest. 
The real functions of Home Economics in any 
school are: (1) to develop ability to earn one's 
living in various ways - earning pursuits to which 
home economics subjectmatter contributes; (2) to aid 
in the development of the girl in health, social living, 
enjoyment;, and other major objectives of education, and 
(3) to train for home making and assistant homemaking.^-
lliamson and Lyle, Home Making Education, D. Appleton 
Century Co., New York, 1934. 
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This study is confined exclusively to the study 
of Home Economics in Washington County as offered by 
three schools located there. The writer has attempted 
to present the results so that they will he both infor­
mative and beneficial to readers as well as to the writer. 
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P u r p o s e  
The purpose of this study is to reveal the 
actual value of the Home Economics work to the needs 
of the communities as it is being taught in three 
schools in Washington County. 
A realization of this purpose has been attempted 
by finding out the point of view of the parents in each 
community toward Home Economics work, and also to find 
out from each teacher what she would like parents to know 
in order to facilitate cooperation in solving their prob­
lems through Home Economics work. 
The writer hopes to obtain worthwhile information 
for the following reasons: 
1. To collect information by which she might 
be able to profect as a future Home Economics 
teacher in this or a similar county. 
2. To appreciate more fully the relationship 
existing between Home Economics work and 
community needs. 
3. To gain an insight into conditions and 
practice in need of change, 
j 
4. To offer some suggestions that will lead to 
improvement in each community. 
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOR PATRON 
Date 
1. Name of community School 
Number in home-making 2. Number of children in the family 
clas s 
3. Have you visited the home-making department this year? 
When was your last visit? Why do you not 
visit more often? 
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Repairing old garments 
Demonstrations in pest eradication 





In which of these are you most interested (indicate by letters) 
5. what work in the Home Economics course would you prefer your 
ohild to study _____________ 
6. Does your child have a home project? 
What is it about? 
Do you think she has improved any? 
Do you help her in her project work? 
Do you think boys should be taught Home Economics? 
Why? 
If so, what things would you suggest that they study 
Do you think Home Economics work as taught in school is worth 
while? Give reason for your answer 
Questions for Teachers of Home Economics 
Date 
Name of Teacher ______________________________ 
Name of school _____________________________________________ 
Class of school Location 
When was Home Economics introduced in the school? How was 
the department financed ____________________________________ 
Were provisions for space ample for the work? 
Does the school have a P T A? How has it helped you to 
work? 
What other organisation have helped you? 
Check any of the following attitudes which seem to exist toward 
Home Economics work: 
(a) unnecessary 
(b) unrelated to the home 
(c) oomforming to ourriculum set by the state 
(d) important for worthy home membership 
(e) (other) 
How many parents have you visited this year? For what 
purposes were the visits made? (1) 
(2) (3) 
How many homes have you visited this year? Are more homes 
in the community owned or are more rented What have you 
done to help parents improve their homes?(l) 
(2) (3) (4) 
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What is the average income of the families (individually) 
Does the majority of the families attempt to 
budget their incomes? 
Do they attempt to reduce the food expenditures by gardening 
or related home activities If so, list other ways: 
(1 )  (2 )  
7. Does a joint program of agriculture and Home Economics 
exist in your school? To what activities has attention 
been given? 
8. What community problems concern you greatly? (1) 
(2 )  (3 )  
PICKARD HIGH SCHOOL 
This school, located at Brenham, Texas, is a 
class A school. The present teacher of Home Economics 
is Miss Annie Lois Browne, a graduate of Prairie View 
College. 
Prior to 1928, when no teacher was employed, 
a single room was set aside as the Domestic Science 
room. The equipment consisted mainly of one coal 
range, a cabinet, a work table, three sewing machines 
and a dining room suite. 
In 1928 with the completion of a new school, 
Miss Josie Browne was employed to teach Home Economics. 
The department was housed in two rooms, and through 
the efforts of the teacher, new stoves were secured, 
other sewing machines were bought; much needed storage 
closets were built; a new refrigerator for the 
kitchen and new linoleum were bought. 
In 1931 Miss Annie Lois Browne became teacher 
of Home Economics. 
It became easier to secure assistance from 
organizations like the P. T. A. and Minister's Alliance; 
hence, the department became more complete in equipment 
as well as more attractive and convenient. 
The period from 1931 to 1940 saw the addition 
of electric ranges, a wall cabinet, Venetian blinds, 
sewing machines, kitchen silver and china, complete 
sets of dinner china and silverward, additional 
storage space, aluminum ware, sufficient mixing bowls, 
spoons, spatulas, measuring cups and other small 
equipinent. 
The department was again enlarged to include 
three rooms, a kitchen, a dining room and a combination 
classroom and clothing room. Inside repairs have 
helped to maintain a homelike and attractive de­
partment . 
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PICKARD HIGH SCHOOL 
COMPILATION OF QUESTIONNAIRES FILLED BY PATRONS 
No. of families studied 22 
Average size of family 4.04 
Average number in Home Economics classes . •••» 1.40 
Average number visits to Home Econ. Department. 9 
Typical reasons for not visiting 
1. Inconvenient ......... 5 
2. Work 10 
3. Ill health 4 
4. Unnecessary ...•••.•• 1 
H. E. Work: 
A. Activities: 









6. Determining of pest 
eradication 
7. Budgeting income 
8. Canning 
9. Dnproving rooms 
10. Recreational activities 
11. Home Nursing 


























B. School Work Preferred 
1. Budgeting 3 
2. Interior Decorating 2 
3. Canning 3 
4. Home Making 4 
5. Clothing 4 
6. Poods 14 
7. Table Manners 10 
8. Table Service 11 
C. Home Projects: 
1. Number 22 
2. Types 
a- Improvement of self or wardrobe 3 
b- Home care and Beautification 6 
c- Beautification and care of 
Bed room 7 
d- Beautification and care 
of living room 1 
e- Beautification and care 
of kitchen 5 
D. Home Making For Boys 
1. Favorable attitude toward 22 
2. Reasons 
a- To improve manners 20 
b- To select clothes 9 
c- To become better gardeners 2 
d- To become successful family 
heads 6 
12 
E. Favorable attitude toward Home Economics Work 
in the School 
a- Teaches child to plan, prepare, 
serve meals 11 
b- Select and make suitable 
clothing 8 
c- Improves manners 6 
d- Teaches how to budget wisely 4 
e- Teaches how to improve home 
and yard 2 
f- Teaches how to make useful 
objects for the home 5 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRES 
Pickard High School 
The results reveal that the size of the average 
family in the community is four children plus the mother 
and father, and of this number there is an average 
of one child enrolled in a home making class. 
At the time of filling the questionnaires, 
only nine patrons had visited the homemaking department. 
The rareness of these visits is due, largely, to the 
fact that most of the parents are working. Following 
this raason in prevalence are inconvenience of going 
to the school, ill health and regarding visits as 
unnecessary as stated by one person. 
In considering the home making work it was 
revealed that several activities besides regular 
classroom work are sponsored. Mattress making, 
gardening, repairing old garments, canning, improving 
rooms, home nursing and recreational activities were 
the most frequently sponsored while landscaping and 
furniture repair was included by some. 
Home making activities which the patrons thought 
of most interest were led by room improvement and home 
nursing with budgeting, canning and repairing old garments 
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following in order of their estimated importance. 
School work which they thought of most im­
portance for their children was led by foods. Table 
service, table manners, home nursing, clothing, cannin, 
budgeting and home beautification followed in this 
order of importance. 
Each parent was aware of her children's 
home projects and admitted cooperating in order to 
make the results encouraging. These projects dealt 
largely with the care and beautifucation of the 
bedroom. Home care and beautification, care of 
the kitchen, improvement of self and wardrobe and 
lastly, care of the living room followed in succeed­
ing rank. 
Since home making for boys is discussed so 
frequently now, the opinion of the patrons regarding 
the work for boys were secured. Favorable attitudes 
towards this practice were revealed in all cases. 
The most commonly given reason as to why boys should 
take home making was to improve their manners. 
Following in order were to improve their ability to 
select clothing, to become successful family heads and 
to become better gardeners. 
- 11* -
From the results it was found that all the 
patrons filling the questionnaires had favorable 
attitudes towards home making instruction being given 
in the school. In giving reasons for thinking the 
work worthwhile most patrons said it had taught their 
children to plan, prepare and serve meals more effect­
ively. Many regarded training in selecting and 
constructing various garments as a reason for its 
being worthwhile. Improving manners, teaching to 
budget wisely, making useful objects for the home, 
and home and yard improvement followed in order. 
The results of the questionnaire filled by 
the teacher of homemaking revealed that several organ­
izations have been of assistance in carrying on her 
work. These organizations were the P. T. A. and the 
Ministerial Alliance and their assistance has been 
largely through purchasing furniture, donating plants 
and paying for the year book. 
The results have shown that thirty-two visits 
have been made to homes of patrons. The purposes of 
these visits have been to establish and check home 
projects, to discuss class work of the students and 
to make social calls. As the result of these visits 
assistance in home improvement has been given. This 
- l l  -
has been accomplished through planning color schemes, 
encouraging:budgeting, improving storage space and 
encouraging yard beautification. 
The teacher has recognized several community 
problems which are health and sanitation, home 
beautification, family budgeting and the general 
economic status of the race. 
The finding of the questionnaires are of 
significance as evidenced by several facts. They show 
that the teacher has exerted some effort in order to 
develop interest in the patrons in so many of the 
activities which any worthwhile homemaking program 
includes; nevertheless, they also reveal much which 
the patrons desire the teacher to know, which if 
known would lead to the provision of information 
desired or designed to meet their needs. The facts 
are of further significance in that they awaken one to 
the responsibilities which belong to the homemaking 
teacher in her particular community. They reveal 
a great need for assistance in budgeting the income 
of the families residing in this community which 
if rendered would improve the general economic status 
of the group. Their significance is again evidenced 
in the number of homes which homemaking training affects. 
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Suggestions for Making the Work More Adaptable 
To The Seeds 
The effectiveness and worth of a homemaking 
course in a community is measured in terms of the 
relationship to the needs of the community both from 
the standpoint of the patrons as well as of the students. 
The sphere of service rendered by the home-
making program in this community can be evidenced 
through a unified course which is based on the 
home, the family and various problems confronting 
students in their personal development. Excellent 
materials for this may be drawn from consumer buying, 
housing, family and personal re-lationships, child 
care and development, nutrition and health and 
other related divisions of home economics. 
The fact that this is a small school, where 
such a large percentage of the pupils complete their 
education rather than receive a higher type of prep­
aration for family living and development, presents 
another problem which can be solved through careful 
planning of homemaking courses. Extending home economics 
in some form at all school levels would be a possible 
solution in that a longer period of training would 
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lead to more thoroughness of training for home and 
family l ife. 
The patrons of this community regarded room 
improvement, home nursing, budgeting, mattress making 
and canning as home making activities in which they 
were most interested; however, there are other 
related authorities in which they should be equally as 
interested, such as furniture repair and construction, 
gardening and landscaping, family recreation and 
family health and hygiene. The correlation of these 
activities with those in which they are already 
interested would eanble the teacher to cover a 
wider range of material and thereby strengthen her 
opportunity to meet their needs. 
The teacher has admitted recognition of certain 
problems presented by the community. Foremost among 
these is the problem of community health and sanitation, 
hence, some attempt toward i ts solution should be 
made. Much could be accomplished toward i ts solution 
through home projects, centered around family health 
and sanitation through units presented to evening 
classes for adults dealing with the problem, through 
cooperating with the P. T. A. and i ts program for 
solving the problem of health and sanitation and 
- 20 -
finally through cooperation"with the church health 
program. Home beautification is a second problem 
which the teacher recognizes. Teaching how to use 
scrap materials, paints, crates, and refuse lumber 
would solve the problem to a great extent; likewise, 
the teaching of how to arrange furniture, how to make 
minor repairs and refinishing would also contribute 
to its solution. 
Family budgeting is a third problem presented 
by the community. An effort should be mace to make 
community people more fully aware of the importance 
of budgeting. Training the pupils so that they will 
recognize its necessity is highly to be recommended; 
nevertheless, tactful home visitations to be "just 
folk", with people would accomplish much! Teaching 
the value of reducing food expenditure through planning 
one dish meals, canning, preserving, gardening and 
poultry raising, and educating the community in consumer 
buying would be possible in both day school and evening 
classes. Solving these problems would solve the / 
fourth problem; improving the economic status of the 
race. 
Since more of what can be siad in school to students 
can be expected to influence their later lives; com­
pletely because of the influence of their present homes, 
- 2 1 -
it  is the teacher's duty to aid in influencing the 
improvement of these homes. Some suggestions which 
the homemaking teacher will find helpful in finding 
community problems are to: (1) organize fact finding 
committees of students from the classes or adults from 
the community; (2) become personally acquainted with 
community leaders and trades people; (3) Take an active 
part in community activities; (4) associate with 
pupils outside of class; (5) confer with the superin­
tendent, principal and other teachers. 
j 
News Letter,  Homemaking Education Division, Oct.,  1939, 
Vol. XIV. 
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GOODWILL RURAL JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Goodwill School, located at Washington, Texas, is a 
class B school and its present teacher of homemaking is 
Mrs. Josie Browne Williams. 
Home Economics work was begun in the school in 
1929, being supported by funds raised by the school 
and the county school board. This money was hardly 
sufficient to provide ample space for work, equipment 
and supplies. 
The Home Economics teacher, during that time, 
was Mrs. Hattie Hubert Flowers, who taught in this 
capacity for five years. Records showed the purchasing 
of very little equipment with a small amount of atten­
tion given to providing modern equipment. Her work 
was most illustrious in clothing for learning to sew was 
the major interest of girls in the community at that 
time. 
Prior to this period most of the homemaking 
training had been given to girls through the county 
demonstration. This training was largely concerned 
with canning and sewing with little attention being 
given to training for family life. 
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In 1935 Mrs. Josie Williams, a graduate of 
Prairie View College, was employed as the homemaking 
teacher. The department was then housed in two rooms 
with the foods laboratory located in the teachery; 
however, this was far from ideal because of the Re­
vision of the department in this manner. Nevertheless, 
new equipment was secured which led to great improvement 
covering the period for 1935 to 1940. 
The greatest of these improvements was the 
purchasing of a cistern which made i t  possible to have 
running water in the department. A wall cabinet and 
sink were secured, a new oil  ran e and floor covering 
besides various pieces of small equipment. 
Recently a new building to house the homemaking 
department has been constructed. It  provides one large 
room to be used as an all  purpose laboratory and a 
small room to be used as a dining room. When completed 
and furnished, this is expected to be a more attrac­
tive and convenient department than has formerly 
existed in this school. 
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COMPILATION OF RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE FILLED BY PATRONS OF 
GOODWILL RURAL HIGH SCHOOL 
Average size of family 
Average No. in Home Economics 
No. of parents visiting H. E. Department 
Typical reason for not visiting: 
(1) inconvenient 3 
(£) work 4 
(3) 111 health 3 
(4) unnecessary 2 
Home Economics Work 
A. Activities: 
1- Mattfcess making 
2- Furniture repair 
3- Gardening 
4- Landscaping 
5- Preparing old garments 
6- Demon, on Pest eradication 
7- Budgeting family income 
8- Canning 
9- Improving rooms 
10- Recreational activities 





























B. School Work Preferred 
1- Improving Rooms 4 
2- Budgeting 2 
3- Sewing 3 
4- Poods 3 
5- Canning 3 
6- Whole course 3 
7- Mattress making 2 
C. HOitb Projects 
1- Number 12 
2. Types 
a- Improving the bedroom .... 6 
b- Home development 2 
c- Improving the kitchen .... 4 
D. Home Economics for Boys 
1- Number favoring 12 
2. Reasons 
a- To earn support 2 
b- To be a successful family hear .. 4 
c- To prepare meals 1 
d- Creates interest in raising ..... 1 
e- Living standard 4 
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E. Attitude toward Home Economics Work in the School 
1- Number expressing favorable attitude 12 
2- Reasons 
a- Helps child develop independence 1 
b- Helps child vocatiohally 1 
c- Helps child become better homemakers ... 6 
d- General improvement 3 
e- Develops good manners 2 
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRES 
Goodwill Junior High School 
The results revealed that the size of the 
average family in the community is four children 
plus the mother and father, and of this number there 
is an average of one child enrolled in a homemaking 
class. 
At the time of filling the questionnaire, only 
five visits had been made to the homemaking department. 
The rareness of these visits is due to the fact that 
most patrons are busy with farm work. Following this 
reason in prevalence are inconvenience, i l l  health and 
regarding visitations as unnecessary. 
In considering the homemaking work i t  was 
revealed that activities other than regular class work 
are s onsored". Mattress making, room improvement, and 
gardening were frequently sponsored while home nursing, 
recreational activities, repairing old garments, followed 
in frequency. The most infrequently sponsored activ­
ities were landscaping, canning and budgeting. 
Homemaking activities which the patrons thought 
of most interest were led by room improvement and 
- -
mattress making while gardening, canning, furniture 
repair,  landscaping, repairing old garments and 
budgeting followed in order of their prevalence. 
School work which they thought of most impor­
tance for their children were room improvements. 
Sewing, foods, canning, the entire course, mattress 
makihg and budgeting followed in order of their pre­
valence. 
Every patron was aware of her child's home 
project and admitted cooperating to make the results 
encouraging. These projects dealt largely with im­
proving the bedroom while improving the kitchen and 
general home beautification followed in order of their 
prevalence. 
In accord with the increasing popularity of 
homemaking for boys, the opinions of the patrons re­
garding the work for boys were secured. Favorable 
attitudes toward this practice were revealed in all  
cases. The most commonly given reason as to why 
boys should be offered the work was that i t  would 
enable boys to be better family heads. Other reasons 
given were that i t  will inable boys to earn oetter 
support,  i t  creates interest in raising the living standard; 
and tends to teach them how to prepare meals. 
- 3  o  -
The results revealed that all of the patrons 
had favorable attitudes toward the homemaking in­
struction being given in the school. In statin;; reasons 
for thinking the work worthwhile most parents said 
it was teaching girls to become better homemakers; 
others stated that it leads to general improvement, 
develops good manners, helps vocationally and develops 
independence. 
The results of the questionnaire filled by 
the teacher revealed that this only organization 
which assists her in carrying out her program is the 
P. T. A., the assistance which it gives being rendered 
in helping to create a better understanding between 
the school and the home and in assisting in the 
entertainments. 
Home visitations made by the teacher were 
sixteen in number, having been made for purposes of 
visiting home projects, to make social calls, to ac­
quaint patrons with the joint program and to discuss 
pupil delinquency. These visits led to assisting 
in home improvement by improving bedding improving, 
kitchens, mattress making and improving storage 
space. They also led to the reduction of food expen­
ditures through cattle and hog raising and canning. 
Community problems were revealed which deal 
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with pupil  delinquency and increasing interest in the 
joint program carried on in the school.  
These findings are significant in that they 
reveal that an effort  has been made to meet the needs 
of the community as evidence by the establishment 
of a joint program whereby the assistance, which 
rural people need in making their farms profitable,  
could be rendered on a broader scale than i t  would 
be if  the homemaking teacher worked alone. 
These findings also revealed the necessity 
for t"aining students to be able to solve problems 
other than farm problems for no society is stable to 
the extent that these students will  always l ive on 
the farm. 
Further significance is revealed in the fact 
that improvements have been ma.de in the cepartment 
and are st i l l  being made to allow for accommodating 
a larger group of students; however,  the existence 
of pupil  delinquency in the community and the low in­
comes of the people in the community signify that the 
homemaking department should include in the program 
improvement outside the school room in order to be 
more effective in meeting community needs. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR MAKING THE WORK MORE ADAPTABLE TO 
COMMUNITY NEEDS 
The training of homeifla.lcers for the future io 
a great responsibility which all homemaking teachers 
share alike, but the training of girls or boys to 
make the community in which they live a better place 
in which to live is a responsibility which differs 
in every community on account of differences in 
needs which exist in the respective community. 
The findings from the questionnaires in Good­
will community reveal several needs and problems 
whose solution can be obtained throufeh the homemaking 
work. A lack of interest in the joint program existing 
in the school is one problem. Its solution could 
be reached by home visitations for explaining the 
meaning of the program to patrons and by securing 
the assistance of the P. T. A. in making it better 
understood in the community! Some planned entertain­
ment with exhibits for showing the work which has 
been accomplished through the program would also 
give patrons the chance to observe what had been done; 
therefore, the values inherent from the program would 
be seen more clearly. 
Another problem in the community is that of 
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pupil delinquency. The homemaking department could 
contrihute greatly to i ts solution. Units based on 
worthy home and growing group membership, personality 
development and everyday manners could be presentee 
by teachers. Many of the administering activities 
of units should be son® type of worthwhile entertain­
ment for developing desirable social relationships 
between boys and girls.  Since the community is 
located near a farm, theater 'parties could be arranged 
to see pictures of historical and of moral value. 
Using the homemaking club as a means of developing 
leadership and growth would contribute to the solution 
V. 
of the problem also. 
A third problem which arises out of a need ±or 
understanding how to budget exists in the community. 
This is a cotton raising community; therefore, the 
incomes are seasoned. Securing the assistance of the 
agriculture teacher in informing the patrons at 
evening classes of crops which are mors profitable 
would lead to more steady incomes. Units based on 
budgeting and home projects based on the planning o-
wardrobes and dietaries that will allow for saving 
would be effective with the day school homemaking groups. 
Most of the patrons seem interested in home 
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improvement. Suggesting more home projects dealing 
with home beautification and the presentation of 
units cantered around home beautification would help 
to maintain this interest.  Getting high school boys 
to make repairs in several homes would lead to a 
greater interest in improvement also. Teaching the 
girls how to use paints and waste materials,  to make 
attractive but inexpensive household linens and cur­
tains, to make minor repairs, to arrange furniture 
and to plan color schemes would be of value in main­
taining interest in home improvement. 
Since the majority of the patrons consider 
homemaking training important for worthy home mem­
bership, an effort should be made to present units 
based on home membership to day school pupils.  Short 
plays presented at community gatherings depicting 
desirable and undesirable characteristics and traits 
would be of benefit to adults as well as students. Dis­
cussions at P. T. A. meetings or at evening classes 
would also be of value. 
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SAUTCEY CHAPEL HIGH SCHOOL 
Sauney Chapel School, located at Chapel iiill, 
Texas, is a class C school and its present teacher 
of homemaking is Mrs. M. n. Duval. 
Home Economics work was begun in the school 
in 1924, being supported by the states fund, the 
Jeans Fund and the school board. This mnney was 
sufficient to make adequate provisions to meet the 
needs at that time and for adequate equipment, for the 
progress which had been made in the Home Economics 
work in most schools at that time was for from being 
as advanced as it is today. 
The Home Economics teacher during that time 
was Miss Brown, who taught in the capacity for two 
years. There was no record left to be studied as to her 
accomplishments; however, observation of the department 
showed little progress. Her teaching was based largely 
on the industry idea in making things rather than on 
a range of subject matters as broad as that of today. 
After this time, Mrs. M. M. Duval was placed in 
charge of Home Economics work. Under her guidance 
much progress has been made both in the type of 
equipment and of subject matter to the extent that 
the department has become more adequate in the provisions 
for students to obtain and get aid in satining their needs. 
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COMPILATION OP QUESTIONNAIRES FILLED BY PATRONS OF 
SEUNEY CHAPEL HIGH SCHOOL 
Average size of family 5.2 
Average number in Home Economics Classes 1.4 
Average visits to Home Economics Department ....10 
Typical Reason for not visiting 
1- work 5 
2- Inconvenient 4 
3- Negligence .. 2 
4- Small children 2 
5- 111 health 0 
Home Economics Work 
A. Activities ____________ 
No. aware of: Most inter, in 
T 
1. Mattress Making 11 
2. Furniture Repair 12 
3. Gardening 12 
4. Landscaping 12 
5. Repairing old garments .... 12 
6. Dem. of pest eradication... 0 
7. Budgeting income 0 
8. Canning 12 
9. Improving rooms 0 
10. Recreational activities.... 12 












School Work Preferred 
Home Projects 
1. Number ..... 12 
2. Types 
a- Beautification of yard 2 
b- Improving Bed rooms ........... 6 
c- Growing pet flowers ................ 1 
d- Teaching small bro. and sis. 
table manners 1 
e- Doing family mending 1 
f- Caring for her wardrobe . 1 
Home Economics for Boys 
1. Favorable attitudes toward 12 
2. Reasons 
a- Helps them become better fathers ... 7 
b- Teaches them to help about the home.. 5 
Attitude toward Home Economics work in the School 
1. Favorable .12 
2. Reasons 
a- Teaches girls to value time 
b- Develops ideal girls 2  
c- Teaches them to make useful 2  
objects 
d- Develops ability to improve 
home 
e- Teaches how to budget 2  
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SUMMARY OF RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRES 
Sauney Chapel High School 
The results revealed that the size of the 
average family in the community is five children plus 
the mother and father, and of this number there is 
an average of one child enrolled in a homemaking 
class. 
At the time of filling the questionnaires, 
only ten visits had been made to that home making 
department. The rareness of these visits is due, 
largely, to the fact that most of the parents are 
busy with farm work. Following this various reason 
in prevalence are inconvenience, negligence and 
the responsibility of small children, but ill health 
was not checked by any of the patrons. 
In considering the homemaking work it was 
revealed that activities other than regular class 
work are sponsored. Mattress making, furniture re­
pair, gardening, landscaping, renovating old garments, 
canning and recreational activities were frequently 
sponsored while budgeting, room improvement and home 
nursing were not included, by any patrons. 
Ho ;emaking activities which the patrons thought 
of most interest were led by furniture repair, gardening 
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a nd canning with repairing old garments, recreational 
ac t iv i t i e s  and mattress making following in order 
o their importance from the patrons* .©oint of view; 
however, more were interested in landscaping, budget-
in^", room improvement and home nursing. 
In their preference of school work for their 
children clothing and foods were equally preferred 
with child care following. 
Each parent was aware of her child's home pro­
ject and admitted cooperating in order to make 
the results encouraging. These projects dealt largely 
with improving the bed room and beautifying the yard. 
Growing pot flowers, teaching small brothers and 
sisters table manners, doing family mending and 
caring for personal wardrobes following in succeeding 
rank. 
In accord with the increasing popularity of 
home making fox boys, the o inions of the patrons re­
garding the work for boys were secured. Favorable 
attitudes towards this practice were revealed in all  
instances. The most commonly given reason as to why 
boys should receive homemaking training was to help 
them become better fathers, while teaching them to 
help themselves was the other reason given. 
-  4 Z  -
They further revealed that all  of the patrons 
had a favorable attitude toward the homemaking instru­
ction being given in the school at present. On giving 
reasons for thinking the work worthwhile most patrons 
said i t  has developed in their children the ability 
to improve the home. Reasons given with equal fre­
quency were that i t  teaches them to make useful objects, 
to budget, and to become ideal girls while the fact 
that itteaches girls to value this time was listed 
once. 
The results of the questionnaire filled by the 
teacher revealed that the only organization which 
assista her in carrying out her program is the P. T. A., 
the assistance which i t  gives being rendered only in 
times of emergency. 
Home visits made by the teacher were fourteen 
in number, having been made for purposes of surveying, 
inspecting, acquainting with the homemaking program 
and gaining cooperation. These visits led to assist­
ing in home improvement through home- pro jects, evening 
classes, furniture repair and acquainting vith the home-
making program. Attempts were also made to reveal 
food expenditures through sponsoring survey of syrup 
making, canning and gardening. 
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Community problems were also revealed, 
dealing largely with making community homes more livabe 
and improving family l ife in the community. 
These findings revealed that an effort has been 
made to meet the needs of farm people whose occupations, 
environments and general economic status cooperate to 
make their needs different from those of people in 
urban areas. They show that improvements in the home-
making department, which are associated and essential 
to making information practical,  have been made and 
that the further development of the community rests 
lar ely on the work which will be done in the home-
making department. Their significance is further 
recognized by the fact that the girls ass well as the 
patrons look to the school for knowledge and information 
to guide them in all  of the activities which make up 
home making. If the general conditions of poverty, 
of laziness and of unconcern on the part of the average 
rural family are to be changed the homemaking department 
must continue to progress and to present those facts 
and activities which vitally concern the people of 
this community. 
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Suggestions for leaking the Work More Adaptable to 
Community Needs 
It  has been agreed that every effort should be 
made to give homemaking students knowledge and ex­
perience which will help them in establishing homes 
in later years but i t  must also be remembered that they 
will pattern their homes after their parents'  homes 
to a great extent; therefore, i t  becomes the respon­
sibility of the homemaking teacher to plan courses which 
will be of benefit today by meeting the needs of the 
community. 
The finding from the questionnaires ih Sauney Chapel 
community reveal a lack of interest,  on the part of 
the patrons, in landscaping their homes. Encouraging 
more girls to select yard care and beautification for 
home projects would do much to increa e their interest 
in landscaping. Showing them how effectively native 
shrubbery can be used and how l i t t le expenditure of 
money, time and energy is necessary for good results would 
also increase their interest.  Yard contests would 
also provide an incentive for improving their yards. 
Securing the assistance of the agriculture teacher in 
teaching them the proper nay to make hot beds, cuttings, 
goil mixtures and to trim shrubbery would provide them 
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more scientific information which would lead to better 
results.  
Since improving family l ife has been recornized 
as a community problem, one method of solution is 
through the presentation of a unit  on family relation­
ships. The girls could bring personal family problems 
to be discussed and analyzed in class.  Tentative 
solutions could be tested and reports mace on the 
results.  Home projects centered around personality 
development would imrpove the girls and they in turn 
would influence the improvement of the personalit ies 
of the other family members.  
The results of the questionnaires have shown 
that n o  a t t e m p t s  h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  h o m e  n u r s i n g .  A  
unit on homemaking or home nursing for day school 
and also for evening classes or P. T. A. meetings 
would do much good in the community. 
Because of the lack of money which is  often 
found among rural people and because of their partial  
isolation, the service of physicians is  often diffi­
cult  to secure. A home nursing unit  would provide 
much practical information which would be helpful in 
emergencies and also in preventing the spread of 
diseases.  
— 4-k — 
The results from the questionnaires also show 
that no attention has been given to budgeting incomes. 
The teacher should regard this as very important 
among her responsibilities. Units on budgeting 
would prove helpful; however, instructions in consumer 
buying would be of great value. Showing the community 
people the value of cooperatives buying and selling 
would lead an increase in their incomes. 
The continuation of the practice of attempting 
to reduce food expenditures by instructing community 
people as well as students in methods of carrying 
th projects of canning, gardening and syrup making 
would be a step toward meeting community needs. 
- i1 -
C O N C L U S I O N  
The results of this study of the adaptability 
of homemaking courses as offered in three schools 
in Washington County have shown that progress in these 
communities, especially in the more rural communities, 
is dependent to a great extent upon the homemaking 
program of the school. Conditions both-in the homes 
and i in the general development of the pupils have 
been greatly improved, but daily the needs are in­
creasing and the wants and desires of the citizenry 
are changing; therefore, an attitude of contentment 
in relation to the efficiency of the homemaking pro­
gram can not be assumed if progress is to continue. 
The important thing in vocational education is not 
learning the tricks of the trade, but learning the 
proper approach to problem solving."' '  
This study has revealed facts which show that all  
schools must take up the work of training in every way 
for more effective home l ife, since the parent in the 
average home either do not know how to train their 
children properly for the changing conditions or do not 
take the time to devote to this training.-^ 
lSymposium on New homemaking Education, U.S. Gov't,  
Printing Office, ashington, 1935 Ho. 3, p. 37. 
^Bomar, Homemaking and the Relation to the Community, 
W. B. Sanders Company, Philadelphia, 1S32. p. 24. 
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